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The Image of Fairfield

Alumni Weekend stirs controversy
Michael Keegan
Staff Writer &
Dana Ambrosini
News Editor
In the wake of the Alumni Weekend celebrations at the beach, year-round
beach residents are once again threatening to sue both the town and the University.
An article in The Connecticut
Post stated that a lawsuit would be based
on breaches of peace and tranquility and
losses in property value. Town residents
are meeting this Thursday at Penfield Pavilion II to reiterate their complaints
against student residents and constant parties.
FUSA President Michael
Piagentini responded to the latest development in the ongoing beach saga, "I will
be going down to the meeting in support
of the students and to listen to the con-

Piagentini also pointed out that
while it was conjectured that many students
attending the main party were underaged,
the celebration is traditionally held for
Alumni and therefore majority of attendees were not underaged.

photo: Mirror archives
Students renting at the beach are once again at the center of controversy.

cerns of the town residents and the problems they have towards the beach."
Piagentini expressed outrage
about inaccuracies quoted in the Post ar-

tide, as well. "There were nowhere
near 1500-2000 students or 55 kegs [as
quoted in the Post]," said Piagentini, in
reference to the Alumni party.

Yet, parties weren't the only event
this weekend, Alumni Weekend's other traditional events were considered largely a
success, officially beginning with the Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner on Friday. The
dinner honors former Fairfield University
athletes and coaches.
This year's inductees included
soccer player James McEIderry '93, basketball player Ralph Rehn '75, swimmer
Jim Turne '91 and Softball player Kim
Zagajiski Gallaghar '91. The University
also gave former men's tennis coach Dr.
Joseph Grassi a Special Service Award.

continued on pg. 3

5 million donated to renovate library
Brian Huben
Staff Writer
Fr. Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J. announced last week that $5 million has
been donated to the Nyselius Library by
a Fairfield alumnus and trustee to fund
projects which will help to virtually
double library space on campus.
Joseph DiMenna, a 1980 graduate and managing director of Zweig,
DiMenna Associated LLC, a New York
financial services firm, and his wife
Maureen, are the donators of the largest
gift Fairfield has ever received from an
alumnus.
The $5 million donation will enable the library to add a major addition,
which will double the library's space, and
also completely renovate the existing library, which is 30 years old.
"This new library will become
the intellectual heart of campus," said
University Librarian James Estrada.
"Given its prominent location, it also will
become the signature academic building

of the university. The library will combine the most desirable aspects of traditional academic libraries with the most
up to date equipment and software
needed to access the rich resources of
today's on-line information environment."
The expansion, which is
scheduled to be completed in the spring
of 2001, will include a multimedia center and a computer lab with an adjacent
faculty resources lab. It will expand the
library's collection of print and nonprint information and house instructional facilities for teaching users how
to find information, conduct research
and utilize the most effective uses of
various information.
"I think it's great that the University received the money to improve
the library," said Brian McGarvey, '02.
"Compared to other schools I looked at
last year, Fairfield's library was inferior
to most of them. Hopefully the improvements will change that."
The library also plans to in-

crease the number of reading spaces to
900 and add lounge and study carrels.
Estrada said that the study carrels will
be wired so that students may bring their
laptop computers to the library. A cafe
and vending area will also be constructed and students will be able to
bring their computers there too. The cafe
is expected to remain open throughout
the library hours. Students can also expect a leisure reading area which would
include couches for students to relax on.
Estrada said the library will
also include many more group study
rooms because teachers have been assigning more group research projects
recently, and students need a place in
which to meet and do their research.
These rooms will all have wired computers as well.
The University hired The
Stubbins Associates (TSA) of Cambridge, Mass., in June, to design the new
library facilities and have been meeting
with them quite frequently since. Other
TSA projects include The Ronald

Reagan Library in Simi Valley, Calif., and
the Pusey Library at Harvard University.
Work on the library's new addition is expected to begin in the spring of
1999, just after commencement, and construction is planned to be completed by the
fall of 2000. Upon completion of the new
addition, renovations to the existing library
will begin. It will be a complete renovation which will include moving the departments to more effective positions. This will
mean placing sections of reference materials closer together so students do not have
to go from floor to floor to research one
topic.
The project, which is expected to
be completed by Spring of 2001, will cost
about $15.3 million total, Estrada said.
"We're very lucky to have Mr. DiMenna
donate such a generous gift which will
cover almost 1/3 of the costs of the new
library."
"Maureen and I are excited about
the opportunity to contribute to an enhance-

continued on pg. 3
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Campus Beat
Brian Williams
Assistant News Editor
September 19
12:37am-Fairfield police escorted a male student back from the beach. He
had been assaulted and was treated for injuries at St. Vincent's Hospital.
September 20
7:35pm-A student in Gonzaga reported over 50 attempts to access her email in 3 days. All were unsuccessful.
10:28pm-A student on Campion 1 locked himself out of his room. After
calls to security and a carpenter, the fire department used the universal key, an axe.
September 21
10:52pm-The word "die" was painted on a car in the Library lot.
September 23
6:00pm-A Dolan resident was assaulted by her ex-boyfriend. Security apprehended
him, and his case has been sent to judicial.
11:40pm-Students were found walking toward Kostka with a table and
chairs from the Levee. Take home the memories, not the furniture!
September 24
6:30pm-A group of males were caught swimming in Bellarmine pond. They
were retrieving a Frisbee lost during Frisbee golf. All were escorted off-campus and
given a one-stroke penalty.
11:46pm-A bag FULL of alcohol was found by officers at the door of the
security checkpoint.

Town Beat
Dana Ambrosini
News Editor
September 22
12:41 pm-A Sony CD stereo valued at $150 was stolen froma car
parked in the driveway of a Tahmore Dr. residence.
September 24
The windshield of a 1991 Toyota Camry was smashed with a baseball bat in the parking lot of a business on Commerce Dr.
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CHEERS
...to hey Rachael- Carrots!... to
broadway plays...to cups at
the green turtle...to straddling
the harley...to pigging out at
senior giving....to RSVP...to 11
and 1 night...to getting hammered with APK...to getting
the program...to finding the
remote—to the pocket size
Koran...to Aymen the
terrorist...to the glorious and
gracious upper deck ladies for
the naut...to the lovely ladies
who made Alumni Weekend
possible—to the Mirror
staff...to drunken layout...to
power snoozing—to free beer
with APK...to last minute plans
working—to Amtrak being on
time—to free stuff at Alumni
tent—to the LSAT's being
over—to hopefully getting new
computers—to the weekend not
being far away... to people
who can spell...to delivering
the paper on time...to doing
your job—to getting paid...to
getting the Univerisity check...
to drunken prank calls...to
good friends—to going to the
movies...to good food...to
sleeping late...to this issue
almost being done...to boxes to
use space...to people being on
time

BOOS
...to Kondo & Marino +
double cup= Bitter—to no food
on campus at night...to buying
bricks...to not having a car...to
professors not giving breaks
during turbos—to people who
didn't pay their naut
money—to the
RAPARTIST...to bad books
about love—to flagitious and
abnegation...to breaking the
key...to old computers—to
waking at 7—to getting 2
hours of sleep...to the liar...to
big phone bills...to 2 hours and
no small talk...to the
SASKWATCH tagalong-to
still being here...to roommate
who like soft core...to depending on others—to working on 4
hours of sleep—to personal
questions from alumni who
have only talked to you oncedo something with your
life...to being responsible and
missing the Buffy season
premeire- it's really a good
show—to people not doing
there job on time...to tests in
the morning...to bad
grades...to backaches...to
bloating...to not having a
car...to having senior pictures
and nothing to wear...to no
hope of sleep-EVER....

Classifieds
Instructor/ Entertainer
Mad Science is looking for energentic, enthusiastic people to join our
interactive Science Company. Applicants should have experience with
children and reliable transportation. Part-Time positions available
throughout CT. Complete training provided. $25/per hour Program.
888-381-9754
Child Care Needed
Two well behaved kids, ages 7 and 9 for after school and/or evenings.
10-20 hours per week , top pay. Please call 254-1818.
HELP WANTED
A Westport based Technical Search Firm seeks a Part-Time
college student to assist in marketing research.
Good typing skills, strong communication skills required.
Flexible Hours: 3pm-5pm or 6pm preferred.
Call Steve or Bill at Chaves & Associates. (203) 222-2222
SPRING BREAK 99!
Cancun*Nassua*Jaimaica*Mazatlan*Acapulco
^Bahamas Cruise*Florida*South Padre
Travel Free & make lots of Cash!
Top reps are offered Full-Time staff jobs. Lowest prices guaranteed. Call now for details!
www.classtravel.com 800/838-6411

Want to write
for us?
Submit an article, personal
experience story, or letter-to
the Editor, to The Mirror
Box AA.
All submissions are due by
Sunday 6pm prior to issue.
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First a new facility now a new dean
Eileen Murray
Contributing Writer
After being a part of the Fairfield
tradition for 16 years, Walter G. Ryba, Jr.
assumes a new role as Dean of the School
of Business. His appointment is the latest
of many recent developments in the
School of Business.
Arriving just four years after the
establishment of the School of Business
in 1978, Ryba said he is "very familiar
with the evolution of the department over
time." This same steady growth and
progress of the school earned it AACSB
accreditation in March of 1997. To further escalate things, the facilities have
been updated to include a 70,000 square
foot conference center with an amphitheater equipped to seat 150, eight large classrooms and 60 faculty offices. Ryba said
that this "first class facility makes us competitive with any other business school in
the country."
The newly accredited business school

is not only expanding here in Fairfield,
but it is also going global. Ryba said that
"we are constantly on the lookout for international partnerships". The school is

a professor in the business school, Ryba
interacted frequently with students and
was easily accessible to all. Now as Dean,
Ryba would like to continue teaching at

U

The newly expanded business
school is not only expanding
here in Fairfield, but it is also
going global," said Ryba.
primarily focused on possible exchange
programs with Europe, Latin and South
Americas. Presently, five students from
Roderdam, Holland, are here in Fairfield
for the fall semester.
During his tenure here at Fairfield as

least one class a semester to keep contact
with the students. He speaks with at least
a handful of students a day and is quick to
answer any questions. Ryba explains that
"you can't have a Dean who's reluctant to
talk to students."

Infinite opportunities.
Dynamic careers.

You have a future here.

Ryba says that over the years "we
have established an outstanding faculty
and teacher staff'. Jamie Kondrat, a junior marketing major from Mass. says that
the teachers in the business department
are very resourceful. "I don't use my
books that much because my teachers are
so good," explains Jamie. He continues
to say that "the class sizes are ideal for
the courses I am taking; with either a one
to one or two to one student to teacher
ratio."
The Business school is still expanding, however, with more plans for additions in the future, which include two
computer labs, more classrooms, and
group workrooms. Ryba says that "we are
not going to sit back on our laurels." He
continues to say that in five to ten years
"we would expect to be ranked one of
the top ranked business schools in the
country." With the new facility and an
experienced staff, the Fairfield Business
School is a "truly cutting edge curriculum," states Ryba.

Alumni
Weekend is
a mixed
success
continued from pg. 1

Ayako Takahashi
launched her career
in 1993 with GE's Financial
Management Program.
Today she's a Marketing
Financial Analyst for GE
Capital Customer Services.

Learn About
"America's Most
Admired Company" at
the GE Career Forum
Thursday, October 1st
Oak Room, Barone Campus Center
5:00pm- 7:00pm
All Students Welcome
Informal Interviewing Conducted on Campus
Oct. 27th. See Career Placement Officefor
Details and resume submission deadlines.
PUa.se confirm dales and limes
with your Career Placement Office
for any last minute changes.

www.gecareers.com

The men's lacrosse team welcomed its alumni for an Alumni Game on
Friday night. This gives the alumni a
chance to see how the team is improving
and to play on the new artificial turf field.
"This is nice. I wish they had this when
we were here," said Scott Dupcak '98.
The Homecoming football
game proved to be the weekend's main
attraction. The festivities began early as
many alumni arrived shortly after 10a.m.
to begin tailgating. While eating and
drinking, former Fairfield students got
reacquainted like it was an informal class
reunion.
In the stands, people watched intently as the Stags battled from behind to
beat the Hoyas. Atop the hill, many
watched the game, but others continued
their tailgating festivities. As the game got
more exciting, more and more people
stopped socializing to watch. "I haven't
been this excited for a football game since
high school," said Jim Keegan '(X).
Alumni Weekend is supposed to
give the alumni a chance to relive their
college years, to flashback to a time when
they were more carefree and wish they
could be back in school again. "I feel like
I'm graduating all over again," said Marc
Spellane '98. "I hate saying goodbye."

Library renovations to be complete
by Spring 2001
continued from pg. 1
We bring good things to life.
GE Aircraft Engines GE Appliances GE Capital Services GE Corporate Research and Development
GE Industrial Systems GE Information Services GE Lighting GE Medical Systems GE Plastics

An Equal Opportunity Employer

GE Power Systems GE Supply GE Transportation Systems NBC

ment of the learning environment for future generations of Fairfield University
students," DiMenna said. DiMenna is a
Trumbull, Conn, native and has been with
the same company since he graduated
from Fairfield in 1980. He is currently
the portfolio manager and stock picker of
the partnership.

News

Thursday,October 1,1998/ 4

The Fairfield Mirror

'The Samples' hit Fairfield
Brian Williams
Assistant News Editor
The Tonight Show, The
H.O.R.D.E Festival, and now Fairfield
University. The Oak Room patio was
fransformed into a soundstage Friday,
September 25, as The Samples performed for a wet and welcoming
Fairfield audience.
"Fairfield's got some great
people," said bassist Andy Sheldon in
an interview. "Despite the weather, it
was a nice place and a good show."
The Samples were part of the
1998 FUSA Concert Series which scheduled the concert as a kick-off to the
Homecoming weekend festivals. The

photo: Nick Ouimet
Students were invited on-stage
show, held outdoors, was the first of its
kind at Fairfield. Its 4:30pm starting time
also made it unique, with students and

faculty bustling around the center of campus in the midst of a major rock and roll
show.
"I loved how it was outside," said
John Martin '00. "It was like Woodstock,
kind of."
The band, which formed in Boulder, Colorado in 1987, began by playing
cover tunes at local bars and frat parties.
After defining their own sound, a "neohippie jazz-pop" according to Rolling
Stone, they started to tour, winning fans
in each location they played. The band
played the famous Toad's Place in New
Haven the night before, and had to travel
north to Maine for a show on Saturday.
As the show progressed, the audience grew on the hill between

Fundraising at Fairfield booming

Maureen Cuddy
Staff Writer

Fairfield University fund raising
experienced a large leap during the 1998
fiscal year, according to Fredric Wheeler,
associate vice president for development.
The amount of private gifts increased about 100 percent on the 1998 fiscal year, totaling about $12.3 million.
Unrestricted gifts, an important division
with these private gifts, increased 18 percent, totaling approximately $2.2 million
for the Annual Fund. These increases
could be explained by an 11 percent increase in donors and a 6 percent increase
in alumni donors.
"We've enjoyed success over the
past 10 years with the Annual Fund increasing at about 7 percent per year," said
Wheeler. "Last year we enjoyed an even

V, \X
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larger leap."
Wheeler explained that the increase in the amount of donors and
alumni donors can be attributed to a special concentration on reunion giving efforts, making special appeals to donors
who had not contributed in the 1997 fiscal year, having a company match a gift
with a donor, and enjoying a leap in
people joining the President's Circle,
which is the leading gift club.
"Most of Fairfield's alumni are
very young, so we put a lot of hard work
into making an appeal to them," said
Clare Schimpf, director of Annual Giving. "We had a healthy increase on the
1998 fiscal year...alumni participation
was important."
Unrestricted gifts, which are
placed into the University's Annual Fund
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EXPERIENCE

SPAIN*
Be a global citizen at GWs Madrid Study Center located at
Spain's prestigious Universidad Autonoma. Complement your classroom
learning with field trips, excursions and other rich cultural experiences
in one of Spain's most exciting cities — Madrid.

have no restriction placed on their use.
Typically, these funds are used to balance
the University's budget, to help to keep the
cost of tuition low, and to support areas
such as technology improvements on the
library, and other programs, explained
Schimpf.
Other increases were experienced
in areas such as the Athletic Fund, which
increased 31 percent, restricted giving,
which increased 16.5 percent, and income
from the Fairfield Awards Dinner, which
increased 29 percent. Fairfield received
over 14,000 gifts and pledges in the 1998
fiscal year, which was a 15 percent increase
over the '97 fiscal year.
"Our goal for next year's Annual
Fund is $2 million," said Wheeler. "We
hope to achieve this...so far we have been
very successful in meeting our goals."

INTERNSHIPS
COURSEWORK TAUGHT IN ENGLISH:
■ Europe in the 20th Century ■ Contemporary Spain
■ International Marketing ■ International Economics
■ European-Atlantic Relation*
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Submissions to
the Mirror must
be turned in by
6 p.m. on
Sunday.

EVERVTHI
SALE—AT THE
RIGHT PRICE!
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FALL AND SPRING SEMESTERS. 1999
COURSEWORK IN SPANISH:
Language, Culture and Literature

Donnarumma Hall and the Barone Campus Center. The exact number in attendance is unknown due to the fact that the
concert was free and no tickets were sold.
John Fissora '00 said, "I worked
stage security and it seemed like everyone was having a great time. I couldn't
tell how many were here but it was a lot."
Cheerleaders, waiting patiently
to do their routine at the following pep
rally, were asked onstage by the band's
frontman Sean Kelly, to dance along for
their final number. It was the last of
Kelly's numerous Fairfield "friendly" acts
of the day. He had been substituting
"Fairfield University" wherever possible
in the lyrics of his songs that day, a gesture the fans seemed to love.
According to FUSA officials,
the concert went off without a problem.
No major security problems marred the
event. The only unforeseen problem was
the stint of rain midway through the performance. Even the rain could not stop
the show, though. The sun broke over
Bellarmine hill to close the show in a
majestic fashion.
Alex Barnett '00 said "Great
show. Good start to a long weekend."
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NEW:

HEW EDITION ^uSifUBMRjoJ^
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SEPTEMBER 10

Used Furniture • Computers • Appliances
Sporting Goods • Motorcycles
Stereos • And Cars Too!

PICK UP
This Week's Issue Of The BARGAIN NEWS
Wherever Newspapers Are Sold...Or

CLICK UP
The BARGAIN NEWS Online At
uinjinnf.bargainnews.com
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Campus Life
Lending a helping hand in Belize
Cori Martindale
Assistant Campus Life Editor
"As we walked off the plane, the
ninety-degree heat and stifling humidity
hit us and we could see right away that
this was a completely different ballgame
economically," said Terence McCarron,
'99. "Yet, from the minute that we arrived,
the people were incredibly welcoming
and were constantly greeting us with good
morning, good afternoon, or good
evening."
This summer, a group of Fairfield
students went on a mission volunteer trip
to Belize, Central America. The trip lasted
ten days and was an experience that Carol
Mclntyre, '00, said made her "realize how
lucky I am to be the person that I am and
appreciate all that I have in life."
The students were divided into
groups and spent their time volunteering at
clinics, high schools, and work sites.
Mclntyre worked at a YWCA for young
girls who were unable to attend high
school. In Belize, young people are given
a test, which determines whether or not
they will be able to continue their education after grammar school and attend high
school. Only the top twenty-five percent

of teenagers who take the test are allowed
to attend high school. The other seventyfive percent are no longer given the
opportunity to continue on with their
education. At the YWCA, young women
are taught English and mathematical

stated Mclntyre.
Terence McCarron spent his days
in Belize working at the Youth Enhancement Services, an alternate high school for
mistreated girls. McCarron's work at the
youth center was greatly important

Fairfield students in Belize

skills, as well as sewing, cooking, and
cosmetology. The women use these skills
to find jobs that will support them in the
city.
"When we were
teaching cosmetology to the girls, we
would curl the hair of dummies and show
them how to create different hairstyles,"

because he became a positive male role
model for the abused girls. He also
provided work labor in moving women
from inner-city homes into cleaner and
safer areas outside the city.
"I have done other volunteer
work through Campus Ministry, but I felt

that there was something more that I had
to experience and that I had to put a larger
effort into helping people around the
world," said McCarron. Mclntyre shared
the same feelings about her volunteer
work.
"The trip sounded interesting and I
really wanted to do volunteer work that
helped another part of the world."
Both students were amazed at
how welcoming and gracious the people
of Belize were, despite their poor surroundings. "On the last day at the high
school, the girls gave us a huge greeting
card that they had made out of paper. In
Belize, paper is made by hand and is a
great luxury. The girls created the card out
of paper they had made from banana
leaves. Each one had signed the card and
told us how thankful they were to us for
our help," said McCarron.
" The card is hanging in the
Campus Ministry office and every time I
go by it, I touch it and I am right back in
Belize. It was such a wonderful experience."

Students find miracles among poverty
Jen Sain
Campus Life Editor
Summer, to most college students, means relaxing fun in the sun but
not to the nine Fairfield students who
spent two weeks in Duran, Ecuador
helping, learning and growing.
For the past nine years Fairfield
University's Ministry has organized and
partly sponsored summer trips to underprivileged areas where students can go and
broaden their horizons by one on one
interaction with people from such places
as TiaJuana, Mexico, Peliz City, Peliz or
Duran, Ecuador.
On May 18, after a long flight
and a two hour layover in Miami, Florida,
the nine Fairfield students landed in
Ecuador where only 30 percent of the
people are over the poverty line. It was
night when they made the bumpy bus ride
into Duran but it was not until morning
that they got a good sense of what life was
going to be like for the next two weeks.
The town is small and simple.
The roads are made of dirt but do to the
rain everything sits in mud. The houses
are small; perhaps two houses equal the
size of one Jogues room, they are build on
stilts with cane walls and scraps of
plywood as the roof. Cement or electricity are luxuries that few enjoy. There is
not postal service and one drop of water
may contain thousands of bacteria. What
could possibly motivate these people to

get out of bed in the morning? Their
answer is God.
"For them, everything reverts
back to God," according to Junior Jennifer
Mazzo who feels these two weeks have
been the turning point in her life.
Junior Shannon Sullivan, who
also traveled to Duran, explained that
when the group attended mass and were
introduced that there was cheering and

the men usually go off to work; they do
not have steady office jobs, they mainly
work in construction or manual labor and
their employment is based day to day.
Many of the women stay home and care
for their children, keep house, and
attempt each day to make healthy filling
meals for their loved ones. The women
that do work are usually maids for the rich
families in Ecuador.
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clapping.

Jenn Mazzo makes four new friends

"They have every reason to only
think of themselves but they don't; they
want to get to know you," added Sullivan.
According to Mazzo, the people,
live simple lives, but are some of the most
amazing people she has ever met.
The day to day life for the people of
Duran consists of survival, love and
family. They are not fast paced people,

Each day of the two week trip the
students had a different location; places
such as an all girls orphanage, leprosy
hospital, kindergartens or somewhere that
resembles what we would call a soup
kitchen, where just a few visited.
Sullivan recalls one of the
hardest encounters of her trip. She was at
a soup kitchen and noticed a small girl
who was too hungry and too weak to feed

herself; Shannon had to help her. Sullivan
added that the children's stomaches are so
large do to the large amount of parisites in
them and how heartbreaking it is to watch.
One would think that the
educated Fairfield students would have
been the teachers at these different sites
but according to Mazzo that is just not
true. "What these people lack in material
they have in spirituality," Mazzo says,
"They're so open, so sharing, and so eager
to share their personal stories."
Mazzo explains how the children
they met, though they had nothing, were
wise, mature and compassionate before
their days. She recalls one day seeing a
small girl crying, the reason unknown.
Within seconds of the first tear drop an
older girl rushed across the room to
comfort her; without words and with one
soft stroke on the arm the little girl's tears
stopped. Mazzo says it is a vision she will
never forget.
The life the students led over the
two weeks was unlike anything they had
experienced before. The bonds and the
friendships that had been formed were
ones that will never be forgotten.

Campus Life
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Students visit the Tmeratd IsCe
Sara Pangrazio
Contributing Writer

wrote most of his famous poetry," said
Hilary Kipp '99. "It felt very inspiring."
While at the University College
Imagine "living it up" Irish
of Galway the students, accompanied by
style, spending your days on tour of the
Professor Marion White of Fairfield's
beautiful sites of Ireland and your nights
English Department, attended lectures on
in festive Irish pubs.
subjects such as the revival of the Gaelic
This is what 23 students from Fairfield language, pre-famine Ireland, and
University and Chestnut Hill College in
Scottish-Gaelic song. They studied many
Philadelphia did this past May.
of literature's great authors, including
These
Yeats, James
students were part
Joyce, Lady
of a joint project
Gregory, and John
designed by the
Millington Synge.
College of Arts and
They were
Sciences at
assigned ten to
Fairfield Univertwelve page
sity, Chestnut Hill
research papers
College, and the
on these authors
University College
which were due
of Galway in
last July. Upon
Ireland. The
completion of
program was
this assignment,
called the Irish
the students
Experience and according to Lauren
received three English credits.
Keating '99, it was that and a lot more.
The group also visited many
"It was a great experience," said historical sites such as the Aran Islands,
Keating. "I would go back there in a
Clonmacniose, Kylemore Abbey, and the
second."
cliffs of Moer. They were able to see the
The theme of the course was to
beautiful countryside outside class, while
turn the students perceptions of Ireland
learning the history of those same places
into a reality. They were offered a look
inside.
into the real jewel of Ireland; its literature.
"I can't think of a more enjoyIn order to obtain a balanced view of
able way to learn and go to school," Kipp
contemporary Ireland, the group studied
said. She also added that she would
strands of Irish culture: music, literature,
"recommend an experience like this to
film, and history.
anyone who has the opportunity to do it."
The program immersed English
majors and minors in the culture and
history of Ireland, including a tour of
W.B. Yeats' home at the tower of Ballylee,
"We stood in the room where he

... vocalist extraordinaire
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Don't Just Go Anywhere For Your Hair!!!

Get To David Mac HaP'Shd Color Group For The
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Hair Care Products.

ALL AT 20% OFF WITH YOUR COLLEGE ID.
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Appointment
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1997 Post Road
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Russian hospitals specialize in compassion
Jen Sain
Campus Life Editor
When most people think of
American hospital systems three things
come to mind: complete sanity, busy staff
members, and complaints about funding,
but what three things come to mind when
most think of Russian hospitals? Many
would not know the answer but Professor
Natalie Shiris and her family do: love,
resourcefulness and complete poverty.
According to Professor Shiris,
it's a completely different world. The
hospitals are crumbling, the equipment is
sparse, but the staff is amazing. Yes, it's
true, the equipment is from the 1940's,
there are no lead aprons for radiation xrays, not enough medical gloves to use
with patients but the show must go on.
The funding is not available; buying food
for a healthy diet is impossible, the rooms
and hallways are unsanitary and the rules
are flexible; smoking is permitted. There
are no "universal precautions" taken
because there are no funds to provide such
safety equipment.
In the United States, we are
fortunate enough that these conditions are
not tolerated but the Russians are not so
lucky. The hospitals have no hot water, no
toilet paper and patients have no privacy;
in fact many times patients share room
with 6 to 8 other or have to stay in the
hallways. But what they do have are
nurses who sing to the sick when there is
no more morphine for the pain, they have
doctors who spend time
talking to family and everyone on staff
has that extra minute to listen, comfort or
help.
These people have an unaccountable amount of care, love and hope inside
of them. Shiris told a story of a woman by
the name of Kelena, she is an invalid, who
from her bed makes calls and organizes
clothing and food drives for the poor and

sick. Kelena does not feel sorry for
herself but for others, who do not
receive their pensions anymore and are
slowly starving to death.
Shiris added that she met one
doctor who's hospital did not have the
funds to supply a chapel so he would
make religious items to bring the
patients a sense of spirituality. Shiris
also recalled one woman that she met
who wanted to believe in God, but was
afraid; she was not sure if there was a
God to even believe in.
The religion has been disconnected from society, the economics are
in total destruction but the hope and the
compassion will never die.
Shiris also talked of various
hospices that she had visited on her trip.
The hospices have a different method
of treatment; their philosophy of caring
is through love and compassion.
Hospices' focus on preparing the
families for passing; they do not
concentrate on healing, they concentrate on comfort and healing of the soul.
The staff supply the patients with
medicine for relief, they try and reopen
the spiritual bond to ease the patients
for death and they sit with their dying
patients and note their last words.
It's as though they have a
completely different system of humanities; everything is done for the aid of
another. The effort is amazing, the
bond is unbreakable and the acts of
service are unique. From a land with
nothing, these people have the compassion some of us will never know.
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Visit the 'Venice of Russia"
Tim Welsh
Co-Commentary Editor
Taking one month to live and learn
in one of the great cities of the world is just
the beginning of the offer that Fairfield
University's Russian and East European
Studies Program is making. A chance to see
a city that has been referred to as the
"Venice of Russia", is the historical center
of both the arts and social changes of the
world's single largest country, and some of
the most impressive architecture in the
world fills out the offer. But that's just the
official release from the program. That's
not what past students stress. I haven't even
mentioned that the sun doesn't set and
going out until 6am.
The program, which runs from
June 6th-July 4,1999, is run through
Fairfield in conjunction with Herzen
University in the heart of St. Petersburg.
Living within two blocks of the center of
the city, students can take classes in a
number of fields including history, business, the arts, and Russian language.
Students with a background in the language
or without can equally participate in the
program, and excursions to a number of
cultural landmarks complete the learning
experience. Besides the class time, an
overnight to Moscow, and life in a youth
hostel style dormitory, provide ample
outside learning experiences for the
students.
Dr. David McFadden, the Russian
Studies Program Director, accompanied
this past summer's trip and will be in St.
Petersburg again this June. In his presentation on Monday September 28th he stressed
the high points of the trip to St. Petersburg.
But the real information about the program
came from the five students who attended
this past summer.
Responses ranged from the quality
of the education in which one student said

it was an experience like no other where
you learn something in the classroom and
then you can go see it ten minutes later, to
the quality of the social life were a source,
who shall remain anonymous, confirmed
that the ladies of Russia are indeed "very
beautiful". The experience was uplifting
for all the students and they stressed the
friendships they mad with their Russian
guides who took great care of them and
will be coming to Fairfield this January, an
event that all seemed very excited about.
The real benefit of the program,
both here at Fairfield and in Russia, seems
to be the walls it brakes down. Coming
from a country that has years of misconceptions and misunderstandings about a
society that we once considered our mortal
enemy, to spend time in Russia can only
change one's world view. I think this
sentiment was expressed best by one
student who said that despite what we hear
about the conditions in the country,
including stories of crime and violence,
the trip to St. Petersburg "dispels a lot of
stereotypes'.
So what might you be doing this
summer? Staying here getting by on a job
you hate? Or are you willing to have an
experience that one returning student
called "The best month of my life so far".
If you choose the second option the
program welcomes everyone. Contact the
Russian and East European the "White
Nights" of Summer in St. Petersburg •
through Cris Bowers, Program Coordinator in the Dolan House or Dr. David
McFadden in History department Canisius
317, ext. 2871.

At Prudential, We Let College
Graduates Do What They Do Best
Opportunities Available For
College Grads In These Areas
•Accounting
■Finance
•Information
Technology
Important Dates:
Information Session

Are you ready to take advantage of our opportunities?
We're seeking self-starters. Prudential offers exciting paths in
almost every area of our business. We're looking for college graduates from
diverse backgrounds who share one special quality—a thirst for challenge.

Big company resources, small company attention. Whether
it's an in-house training class or an informal session in your supervisor's
office, every day is an opportunity to increase your skills and knowledge.
A chance to make a difference. Prudential is known throughout
the world as a leader in financial services and in communities everywhere
for our service efforts. Volunteer activities for employees range from
mentoring inner-city students to refurbishing houses and parks.

Get to know us. We offer a highly competitive salary and benefits
package. If you are ambitious and creative and have a good GPA, we'd like
to speak with you in more detail about career opportunities. We'll be visiting
Fairfield University on October 7 and November 17.
If you're unable to meet with us on those dates, you may still apply for
consideration by Prudential. Just send your resume in scannable form
(unfolded; clean, clear and no graphics), with a cover letter stating your
career interests and Code 98-6503FAR, to:

Tuesday, November 17

Prudential National Staffing Organization
100 Mulberry Street
Gateway Center Four, Floor 2
Newark, NJ 07102-4069

Resume Drop Date

Or visit our website at www.prudential.com

Wednesday, October 7

Interviews
Tuesday, November 3
See your Career Services Office
for other important dates and
upcoming deadlines.

vmj Prudential
We are an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and are committed to diversity in our work force.
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ScUtOt'4, Outl(H*6
Ah, Alumni Weekend...as a senior I
found myself wondering will I be
able to come back? Will I want to
come back?
What is the true purpose of this
nostalgic event? Some may see it as
an opportunity to catch up with old
friends ,as well as a chance to see
their tuition dollars put to good use in
the various physical improvements
around campus.
Yet, in observing the majority of
alum, I'd have to say this isn't the
case. Rather, Alumni Weekend seems
to serve as a perfect opportunity to
temporarily reverse the maturation
process and revert back to "the good
ol' days."
Then we may ask, is there anything
really wrong with this? No, not if it
is okay to be a middle-aged, balding,
high end businessman who can't wait
to blow his check at the Grape or fill
his red cup at the Upper Deck.
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Warning on Fairfield beach parties
To the Editor:
Last week, I attended FU's fall
convocation. What a wonderful
event epitomizing the best FU has
to offer.
What a stark contrast to other
events over the past few weekends.
It took only days back to school for
roughly 1/2 the student body (1500
strong) to blitz Fairfield's beach
neighborhoods at numerous keg parties.
For the second year, students
were unnecessarily and seriously injured due to excessive drinking.
With campus townhouse socials curtailed, every weekend brings thousands of you, well intentioned I'm
sure, crammed unsafely into a residential area, miles from campus.
Aren't you troubled? I know I am.
It is time for Fairfield U. and the
Town to finally confront these issues. How are we going to stop all
too frequent drunkenness and misbehavior on our streets? You know
this activity is diminishing our
University's reputation. Are we going to address neighborhood concerns for good?
Students attitudes are key. You

have a right to have fun, but you
have an equal responsibility to respect other residents who yearn for
quiet and sleep. While many of you
are sensitive to this, others of you
don't realize how your actions affect hundreds of parents, children,
and elderly residents. Your convocation speaker explained how morality starts at the grass-roots, with
neighbors and with community.
Please think about this each time you
venture around our town.
Believe me, I understand your
need for social functions. I agree
with those of you who seek more activities on campus. I was a college
student at Lehigh in the 1970's, and
frat row was known for its share of
beer consumption. We had fun, but
we abided by basic rules of civility
and tolerance. Parties may provide
relief from studies, but today's binge
drinking, blaring stereos, yelling on
the way home, driving too fast, and
condescending comments to police
and residents- these are things unacceptable to both the town and the
University.
I don't want to become a "bad
guy" you resent, but I have a moral

obligation to protect the right of all
Fairfield citizens to live in peaceful neighborhoods. I have therefore
started holding conversations with
Father Kelley's administration and
with Town officials about how to
make our beach neighborhood quiet
and safe. Where so we go from
here? The level of our response is
going to depend on you. I invite you
to write me with ideas to address
the situation.
I have written this as honestly
as I can. I'm hoping to convince you
of the impact of your off-campus
activities. Believe me, I want you
to have a great four years in
Fairfield. Fairfield is a beautiful
town. We thrive from your
University's presence. Student vitality can make a big difference. I
am asking for you to make it a
wholly positive difference.
Enjoy our town's amenities and
please respect those who become
your neighbors, day and night.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Flatto
First Selectman

Where has the cynic gone?
Timothy Welsh
Co-Commentary Editor
In the wake of Alumni/Homecoming/Preview Weekend I am left
with a number of different feelings
and a question for myself. Where
has the cynic in me gone?
Actually I know it is still here
but the mix of events and this weekend has certainly made me think
twice about some of my attitudes
toward this campus, while at the
same time some things only confirming the horrible conspiracies
that I have always be convinced that
go on.
When I first decided to attend
Fairfield almost five years ago the
fact that sports were not as large a
priority as they were at other
schools was a factor that was a positive in my mind. Not that I am opposed to sports at the school, its just
that I liked the idea of not having to
pretend I care whether or not "the
team" won.
I usually was just concerned
with how badly Syracuse had blown
it and there was a good basketball
team here anyway, which has always been my preference.
So when it was announced that
a new football team was on the way
for what was to be my Junior year I
pulled out the typical cynical response. "Its going to ruin this place"
is what I said, and admittedly I
never gave the entire system a fair
chance.
This weekend, with many of my
former classmates back for a short
time, I though back to how many
had actually agreed with me.
There was a pretty even split at
the time, and even as of this weekend there were still some who could

have cared less but were here for a
good party.
So as I made the rounds on Friday and Saturday, checking in with
all the people who I hadn't seen in
some cases a year, I was swept up
into the crowd in the tailgating section and the townhouses who were
here to see the game, and drink. And
I found myself actually caring about
the football team.
Using the excuse that "I need to
check the score" to get out of conversations with people who I didn't
talk to when they went here, I found
out that we were actually in the
game.
That's right I said "we", as in
something I was a part of. As the
weekend had approached it had
been a forgone conclusion in the
minds of most of my friends that the
inevitable loss by the Stags would
be another reason to have a beer.
Now I had to deal with the fact that
we were about to beat Georgetown,
and I cared.
This was an earth shattering event
to me. As a lifelong Red Sox fan I
have never been accused of following the frontrunner but I must admit that Fairfield's win this weekend has made me rethink the benefits of our emphasis on athletics.
Now before thinking that the
commentary editor has found peace
with the world and will no longer
be complaining I must at least finish out the other side of my weekend just to confirm that as much as
some things change the more they
stay the same.
While waiting in line to get into
the "Grape" for the first time in my
life, and 1 had sworn the place off
years before. I saw a number of

alumni who reminded me of all the
reasons why I had always been so
cynical. After about twenty minutes
I was questioning whether it was really worth trying to get in since I
don't drink.
I knew that half of my class
would be in there and it was a way
to consolidate a number of visits so
it had to be done. While on line I
kept hearing "This is ridiculous, I
am just going to walk right in there,
because I used to spend more here
in a week then that bouncer makes
in a month."
I noticed who was saying it and
it was a person from a class I had
taken who came to class about three
times and at the end of the semester it was obvious that they were not
going to pass was overheard saying "I pay that teacher's salary, he
will Jo give me credit."
I didn't bother to talk to the
speaker, but it reminded me of why
I guess I will always really be a
cynic at heart.
Despite the fact that I have eased
my position on somethings, I realize that for the most part people stay
the same. The only thing that
changes is were they are in life.
I can only assume my former
classmate graduated and is probably doing quite well for themselves. So in ten years instead of
fighting their way into the
Seagrape, or complaining about the
treatment that they earn from a professor, they will probably be saying "well I earn more, and pay more
taxes, so of course my children deserve better treatment then yours."
And the cycle will go on, and I'll
still be a cynic. Maybe that's what
preview weekend was really about.
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Help Bring us
Home Safely
John O'Dea
Co-Commentary Editor
We have all done it. We have all made
that walk from the point to 7-11 late at
night, hoping to find a cab but knowing
we won't.
Most of us have made that walk in a
less than sober condition, and too many
have made the drive back to campus the
same way.
When two freshmen were struck by a
car while making that walk, the first question on many students minds was, "Was
the driver drunk?" This question was soon
followed by "Were they drunk?" My
question is, "Drunk or not, couldn't an accident like this have been prevented?" I
think that the answer to that one is yes.
Fairfield University does not provide
students with a way to get back to campus from the beach. I understand that the
university does not want even to appear
to condone what goes on at the beach. But
when will they wake up and realize that
they need to do something to ensure the
safety of their students?
I am not saying that the University
should run a bus to and from parties, but
I do think that it would be a good idea to
provide students with a ride home.
FUSA has attempted to run a "Safe
Rides" program in the past, and it is my
understanding that they will again attempt
to run it this year. I applaud them for their
efforts, but in my mind it is too difficult a
task for them to do alone. They have to
rely on volunteers each weekend, which
makes a set schedule very difficult. I think
that the University has the resources to
make this program run much more
smoothly and I think that they should take
over.
It would not be that hard for the administration to run a bus every 45 minutes from the point to campus. I do not
think that the message sent by doing it
will be one condoning drinking or partying. It will relay a message saying that
they care about the well being of their students.
I hope that the University soon decides
to remove its head from the sand and acknowledge the fact that students drink.
Just because it doesn't happen on campus does not mean that it doesn't happen.
It should be clear by now that students
are going to continue to walk up Reef
Road late at night, and sometimes right
down the middle of it. Instead of saying
that we should not be there, the University should do something to ensure our
safety.
And what if the driver wasn't drunk
that night? What if the students weren't
either? Would that change the University's
stance? Even if alcohol is not a factor,
walking up and down that street late at
night is still a dangerous situation.
Many people said that the mix of cars,
students, and alcohol was an accident
waiting to happen. Well, it happened. And
it will happen again unless someone in
the administration makes the decision to
help get everyone back to campus safely.
Staying at home is not the answer. Getting us back safely is.

This Is Not Justice
To the Editor:
Last Friday, September 18th, I had the
privilege to attend the fourth annual diversity convocation in Alumni Hall. It
was by the far the best one I have been to
in my three year already completed here
at Fairfield University.
His name was Jonathan Kozol, the author of "Amazing Grace: Childhood,
Society and Ethics in America".
Kozol was not only an amazing
speaker, but he is a special man. He has
seen and experienced people in a way I
never have. He has spent a lot of time
with underprivileged children, children
of poverty, and wrote his novel based on
his reflections.
I enjoyed when he shared his fond
memories of a special little boy name
Mario. Mario is unique because despite
the little he has been give by society, he
still showed Kozol the compassion of a

rich and full man. I was touched by the
way Kozol spoke of Mario from his heart;
I know that is how he kept me wanted to
hear more.
The most important idea he got across
was society's idea of helping those that are
less fortunate than we are. He made a great
point when he said that donating money
or volunteering here and there is not
enough. Most people give up their time in
order to find solace for pain or guilt. They
act in their own self-interest, believing
they are good people.
I agree with Kozol: this is not justice!
You need to feel compassion in your heart.
You must want to help someone need for
the betterment of the society you both
share.
As a society today, we are divided,
ranked, and unequal. We set against each
other, in competition for the top rank, the
fullest life, which means the most money,

It's Your Responsibility,Too
Liz Harder
Circulation Manager
One of these days somebody is going
to get killed". That's what I said on Friday, September 11. At the time I was driving Friends home from the Seagrape.
On Fairfield Beach Road at midnight,
there was a line of students going right
across the road. They didn't get out of
the way until my bumper was within feet
of them. I was completely sober, but
could hardly see them. A few minutes
later, a car was swerving in front of me
on North Benson Road, approaching
campus.
Two hours later, two freshman were
almost killed. I was in bed a few blocks
from Reef Road when I heard the sirens
at around 2 a.m. I felt sick. I knew that
someone had finally gotten hurt. I was
terrified. When I left the Seagrape that
night, my brother, cousins and many
friends were still there. It could have been
one of them.
So who's responsible for the accident
that night? The driver? The students? The
university?
The truth is, most of us have put ourselves and others in danger down at the
beach.
I've probably driven faster than I
should have and I remember walking
down the middle of the street in large
groups as a freshman. I guess I was lucky
I never got hurt.
The bottom line is that things need to
change. Although FUSA runs a Safe
Rides program, many people don't know
about it and it has run on a sporadic
schedule in the past. I have heard that it
will be better this year.
The biggest change has to come from
the students. Gwen Vendley, dean of students, pointed out that there is only so
much the university can do. "The university holds a student responsible for their
actions on and off campus, but we can't
watch every move," said Vendley. If Colleen Capuzzi was drunk the night she hit
Jason McClure and Blaise Silka, she will
be held accountable.
Capuzzi could be facing criminal
charges and expulsion. McClure will

miss his first semester of college. Their
lives will never be the same.
If Capuzzi was drunk driving that
night, I'm sure she wasn't the only one.
We all know people who have done it.
We're not stupid. We know better than
to get wasted and get behind the wheel or
walk in the road late at night.
The university should be doing more
to provide transportation back to campus,
in order to keep people from walking back
and curb drunk driving, but ultimately we
are adults and are responsible for our own
actions.

Player responds to O'Dea
Dear Mr. O'Dea,
As a Commentary Editor for The
Mirror, as I am sure any journalist knows,
research must be done before an article is
printed. It seems as though you failed to
do this research, or did not do it completely and thoroughly, before writing the
article entitled, "Who Got Game?" in the
September 24, 1998 issue of The Mirror.
As was printed in the Field Dedication
Program for University Field & Alumni
Softball Field, "The complex will be
complete with the addition of new outdoor
basketball courts, to be located adjacent to
the softball diamond." I believe that you

power and prestige. How could we survive
like this? God created us as bothers and sisters, all equal and united in his eyes. We
should love and reach out to one another!
Do you realize we spend ten times more
money to keep Mario's daddy in jail then
on Mario's education? What if one of these
uneducated children is the one to cure cancer or find the way to destroy AIDS and the
HIV epidemic? Are you willing to take that
chance?
I'd like to commend the administration
of Fairfield University for giving students
like me this opportunity. Coming from an
upper middle class white family, I haven't
seen or experienced people the way Kozol
has. Listening to Kozol speak was not only
an eye opener for me, but a learning experience as well.
Sincerely,
Sara Pangrazio
jumped the gun when you demeaned the
nine months worth of hard work put forth
by the Division I Women's Softball Team.
Fairfield University has not "...chosen
to forsake the common student..." Yes, for
the moment there may be any outdoor
basketball courts on which to play.
However, your courts will be ready for
action soon.
Please put yourself in our shoes, for a
moment: battling for playing and practice
time on Barlow Field with Field Hockey,
Rugby, and Prep, just to name a few
teams.The Softball Team does deserve a
decent field on which to play their games.
The students, also, need courts to play
their games of "pick-up basketball."
So next time, please do some research
before writing an article which upsets a
team. The Athletic Department as well as
the Administration as a whole would have
been more than happy to answer any
questions or concerns you may have had.
On behalf of the softball team, I would
like to thank all who were involved in
making our new field a reality.
So, I guess the Stags will see you on
"...pretty..." Alumni Field this Spring. We
will be working toward a MAAC championship while you will be enjoying your
new basketball courts!
Sincerly,
Nicole Fagnant "99
Fairfield Softball

rft|, SYRACUSE
V;-?' STUDY ABROAD
Zimbabwe • England • Italy
Hong Kong • Spain • France
• Wide-ranging courses
• Internships & service-learning
• Business programs in 3 countries
• Organized study-travel
• Grants, scholarships, loans
• Placement in foreign universities
Syracuse University 119 Euclid Avenue Syracuse, NY 13244
800-235-3472 suabroad@syr.edu http://sumweb.syr.edu/dipa
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Getting a Sample of new rock
New outdoor format a success for Fairfield concerts
Paul Pennelli
Co-Assistant Sports Editor

Pat Brown
Contributing Writer
Last Friday, The Samples made
their debut performance at Fairfield University in a free concert outside the Campus Center. The Colorado-based touring
machine was the first rock act to hit this
campus in about a year. It was also
Fairfield's first outdoor show ever. Taking all of these things into account, starved
F.U. rock fans were hoping for the best
when the Samples hit the stage, and the
band did not disappoint.
From the beginning of the show
to its conclusion, The Samples won over
their audience with their infectious sound.
The Samples presented a sound that
blended pop and rock, and treated the
crowd to some jamming. Knowing full
well that they were playing a college campus, the band created a friendly, inviting
atmosphere, despite the poor weather conditions.
Though The Samples played as
relative unknowns to most of the crowd,
their sound coaxed the audience to dance
on the stone patio in front of Barone.
During the first song of the afternoon, the

crowd did its best to get a feel for The
Samples, but by the second song "Nature", many students were already sold on
the band's Colorado sound.
The band's new drummer, Sam,
has meshed well with his new bandmates
of only six weeks, as his rhythm held the
band together, along with the aid of Andy,
the bassist. Sean, the lead
guitarist/vocalist, played
two roles: musician and
salesman. He sold his
sound to the crowd, and
the Fairfield student body
responded. The irony of
the selection of "When
it's Raining" was not lost
on the crowd, which
listed in the misty late afternoon. "Indiana" off
one of the band's earlier
albums "Outpost", was
played by Sean with his
acoustic guitar and with
the help of keyboardist
Alex. This beautiful tune
enchanted the crowd as it
presented the more mellow side of The Samples.

The audience knew that it was a
part of something special during one of
the band's signature tunes "Did You Ever
Look So Nice?" The looming clouds
cleared for a long enough moment to enlighten the band and the crowd. This tune,
a band classic, struck a chord, so to speak,
with every member of the audience, setting the tone for the rest of the show.

Rounders: Too Big a Gamble
Kaylin Curran
Assistant A&E Editor
"We can't run from who we are, our
destiny chooses us." Director John Dahl
("Red Rock West", "The Last Seduction") attempts to weave this theme
throughout his latest movie "Rounders"
starring Matt Damon ("Good Will Hunting" and "Rainmaker") and Edward
Norton ("The People vs. Larry Flint" and
"Primal Fear"), but at its conclusion you
are left with one question—how?
The plot revolves around a brilliant
law school student, Mike McDermott
(Damon), with a gift for playing poker.
One day he receives a wake-up call when
he loses over
$20,000 to Russian monster, Teddy
KGB (John Malkovitch of "The Man in
the Iron Mask"), in a high stakes poker
game.
Nine months later he is a reformed
man with new priorities, like graduating
from law school and building a life with
his girlfriend (Gretchen Mol). He has
found a life that does not include a deck
of cards. AH of that is until his best
friend, and former poker partner, Lester
"Worm" Murphy (Norton) comes back
into town and lures him back into the
world of rounders with the highest stakes
at risk, their lives.
The film is a narrative told through
the eyes of Damon's character. The majority

of the dialogue consists of poker lingo
that an average person would not understand. The director and others try to draw
the audience into the world of cards but
the story line is either far too complex at
times or unrelated to what the plot appears to be about.
Both Damon and Norton deliver commendable performances. Damon plays
the character he seems to always play in
films, the genius trapped in what appears
to be a no win situation. His character
does not know where his life is going but
knows in his soul that playing cards will
get him there. Norton on the other hand
shines as the deceitful "Worm", but he
disappears three quarters into he movie,

which is a huge disappointment.
Dahl tries to bring meaning into the
story by introducing characters Joey
Kinish
(John Turturro) and Mike's law professor (Martin Landau), who both only want
Miek to succeed, mature and follow his
calling. Turturro represents the underground mentor
who believes the only way to really learn
is to be backed into a corner, while
Landau is the law professor who uses his
own life as a plea for Mike to follow his
true calling at all costs. . . as a poker
player?
Dahl could be trying to send a meaningful message to his audiences' about
life, destiny and who we really are, but
all I could see was a very flat film that
was missing something from the beginning until its conclusion.
The movie is not terrible but it lacks
the electricity I thought it was going to
have.
To have a cast that includes
Damon, Norton, Malkovitch and
Turturro and not take advantage of it is a
shame. "Rounders" had so much potential but fell short. I wouldn't recommend
skipping "Rounders" all together but I
would wait until it comes out on video.

Keeping with its performance
style, The Samples invited audience members to join them on stage. Taking another
step forward, Sean and Andy actually
handed over their instruments to two
Fairfield students, letting them jam away
in front of a surprised crowd. In an almost
comical ending to the show, Sean invited
the Fairfield cheerleaders on stage during
their encore "Cinnamon
Girl."
Fairfield's first publicized outdoor concert was a
smash hit. The early start
time allowed for a solid hour
and a half from The Samples
while not monopolizing the
evening.
Though The
Samples were a key ingredient to this successful concert,
the formula is one that should
be duplicated in the future.
Fairfield is a place where
concerts should be held, inside or outside.

Top 10 at the Box
Office
Weekend of Sept. 18- 20, 1998
Source: Entertainment Weekly Online
1. "Rush Hour"
(New Line)
2. "One True Thing"
(Universal)
3. "There's Something About
Mary"
(20th Century Fox)
4. "Rounders" (Miramax)
5. "Simon Birch"
(Buena Vista)
6. "Saving Private Ryan"
(DreamWorks)
7. "Blade"
(New Line Cinema)
8. "Ever After"
(20th Century Fox)
9. "Armageddon"
(Touchstone)
10. "Snake Eyes"
(Paramount)
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Show your Independents!
See how your favorite stars got their start in indie flicks
Pat Hursen
Staff Writer
Alright, I know that "Titanic"
is out on video and I know that seeing it
5 times just isn't enough, but how about
abandoning ship in favor of smaller independent movies that are a bit more off
the beaten path? So take that "road less
traveled" to the independent section of
the video store. To all those who may be
apprehensive or first-timers, let me offer a few suggestions.
The first movie, "Waiting for
Guffman" (1996), was written by (along
with Eugene Levy), directed by and
starred Christopher Guest, most famous
for playing the guitarist in Robert
Reiner's "This is Spinal Tap". "Waiting
for Guffman" is a modern, loose-adaptation of Samuel Beckett's overrated
play "Waiting for Godot".
Christopher Guest plays, Corky
St. Claire, an eccentric, Broadway actor
who has just moved to small town
America, Blaise, Missouri. In preparation for the town's 150th anniversary,
Corky is commissioned to direct "Red
White and Blaise," a play to celebrate
the history of Blaise. The problem is that
the cast, including independent movie
staple Parker Posey, has no talent. Corky
remains optimistic even going so far as
to invite a Broadway producer, Guffman.
What really makes this movie
is the hilarity of watching the play try to
form, knowing that it is and will be a
disaster. None of the characters truly understand that their effort of putting this
play together is a big joke. Watch for

exceptional performances by Catherine
O'Hara ("Beetlejuice") and
Fred Willard ("Roxanne" ) a married
couple that believes they are the only two
with talent, for they are the "professionals." The quirky, offbeat humor remains
refreshing and original in the face of the
typical Hollywood comedies that are
being released now; not to mention that
I laughed more in "Waiting for Guffman"
than I did in "Ace Ventura 2".
For all those movie buffs who
want to see a hilarious look at how a
movie is made, I offer "Living in
Oblivion" (1994). Tom DiCillo wrote
and directed a 15-minute length version
of this movie in black and white in hopes
of getting it noticed by a studio.
Once Sony Pictures picked it
up, they quickly gave money to produce
a feature length film in color. DiCillo kept
the original 15 minutes in as a dream sequence.
The movie centers on Nick
Reve, a director, (Steve Buscemi - independent movie god) trying to direct a low
budget move but facing amusing obstacles along the way. The biggest obstacle is the dimwit leading man, Chad
(James LeGros), who is cast because of
his name recognition. (Some insiders
speculate that Legros' character was
based on Brad Pitt who starred in
DiCillo's "Johnny Suede").
Chad not only offers Reve directing advice, but also wants to make
sure that his "good" side is always filmed
even when it doesn't fit the scene. Reve
takes this all in with heroic patience until the hilarious final filming days of the

movie. Winner of the Sundance Film
Festival's Best Screenplay award in 1995,
"Living in Oblivion" will make you more
interested in how movies are made, but
at the same time, probably weaken your
desire to actually try movie making yourself.
"Smoke" (1995) offers a dramatic story that plays out like a novel
with an intricate cast of characters. Directed by Wayne Wang and written by
Paul Auster, Smoke takes a collection of
stories that mold into one. The set is
largely in a Brooklyn smoke shop run by
Auggie Wren, played exceedingly well
by Harvey Keitel ("Clockers" ). This
movie is largely an ensemble piece with
such actors as William Hurt, Stockard
Channing, Forest Whitaker and Ashley
Judd among others.
With all these characters dealing with problems, it is the atmosphere
of Brooklyn and the smoke shop that
keeps them together. What seems to be
an unlikely place for happiness, Wang
directs the movie so that the audience not
only falls in love with Brooklyn, but also
with Auggie's smoke shop.
Wayne Wang and Paul Auster
kept some of the actors around after
shooting "Smoke" and made a companion piece called "Blue in the Face"
(1995). This was a largely impromptu
performance by the cast which included
cameos by: Michael J. Fox, Madonna,
Mira Sorvino, Roseanne (?!?) and many
more.
The next time you rush to the
video store for the big new release take a
breath, realize that you've seen this re-

cycled plot probably ten other times in
various forms, and walk to the independent section of the movie store. Impress
your friends.

Top 5 Rentals
1. "Titanic"
Kate Winslet
(Paramount)
2. "City of Angels"
Meg Ryan
(Warner Bros.)
3. "Primary Colors"
John Travolta
(Universal)
4. "Wild Things"
Matt Dillon
(Columbia TriStar)
5. "The Wedding Singer'
Adam Sandier
(New Line Cinema)

Week ending September 20
Source: Entertainment Weekly
Online

(not in credit cards)
Introducing the New American
Express" Credit Card for Students.
Live for today.
Build for tomorrow.
The New American Express Credit
Card for Students is a resource you
can depend on. With benefits like big
airfare savings, free credit information,
and no annual fee, it'll help you get the
most from your student years — and
help you build a solid financial
foundation for the future.
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Old School: Growth of Rap in the 80s
Kurt Trumbour
Staff Writer
In the late 1980's, rap was nearing
the end of its first decade as a recorded
art form. Starting in 1979, artists such
as the Sugarhill Gang and Kurtis Blow
began to find commercial success by releasing disco'funk sound.
While these records supplied
the party-oriented feel that was hip
hop's primary concern at the time, they
failed to truly capture the essence of the
culture- dj's traveling with their sound
systems and record crates to block parties and clubs where mc's got on the
mics to prove their skills and b-boy
crews (breakdancers) battled for su-

premacy on the floor. However, the
importance of those early records
should not be underestimated because
they brought to rap mainstream acceptance that would pave the way for the
artists soon to follow.
When RUN-DMC released
the instant classic "It's Liek That"/
"Sucker MC's" single in 1983, they
completely revolutionized the world of
rap music. Consisting of nothing more
than a drum beat, turntable scratching,
and the powerful voices of both Run and
DMC, these two songs captured the
rawness and purity of what hip hop
sounded like in the streets and put it on
record.
Pioneering
groups like Grandmaster Flash and the
Furious Five, the Sugarhill Gang, and
Funky Four Plus One More began to

Area Theaters
Fairfield Cinemas
339-7151
Showcase Cinemas
339-7171
Fairfield Community
Theatre
254-7469

fade from he scene, unable to successfully maintain their status in the growing business of rap. RUN-DMC, along
with newcomers such as the Beastie
Boys, LLCool J, Schoolly D, BDP, and
Eric B. & Rakim defined rap's
minimalist sound throughout the mid80's.
In 1988, rap's climate changed
once again. RUN-DMC was no longer
the powerhouse it had been just a few
years earlier, despite releasing the overlooked album Tougher Than Leather".
The Beastie Boys had disappeared and
relocated to Los Angeles, and LL Cool
J was continuing to operate in his usual
brash style. The stage was set for new
artists to redefine
the genre, which is
exactly what public
enemy and the
Ultramagnetic
MC's did in 1988.
P.E.'s "It Takes A
Nation of Millions
To Hold Us Back"
and Ultra's "Critical Breakdown"
brought rap to
heights of complexity unparalleled at the tine, and
continue to influence artists of all
genres today.
A year earlier,
Public Enemy's debut album "Yo!
Bum Rush The
•amxmm
Show"
commanded immedite
attention to the group with its combination of harsh beats (courtesy of production team The Bomb Squad) and the
awesome voice of the politically minded
Chuck D. The experience of media attention garnered from appearing as the
opening act on much of the Beastie
Boys' Licensed To 111 tour, mixed with
a completely new musical approach to
rap served as the perfect ingredients for
RE. to create 1988's brilliant "It Takes
a Nation of Millions..." album.
Topically, the group spoke as
hip hop's rebel leaders on songs loke
"Bring The Noise" and "Rebel Without
a Pause", their controversial media image ("Don't Believe The Hype"), drugs
("Night of The Living Baseheads"), the
perils of entertainment ("She Watch
Channel Zero"), and prison ("Black

Steel In The Hour Of Chaos").
Sonically, the songs are unlike
anything heard in rap prior to or since.
The Bomb Squad's recipe of crushing
uptempo drum beats, blaring horns, guitars, vocal samples, and dizzying noises
mixed with dj Terminator X's abrasive
an relentless scratching technique is as
stunning today as it was ten years ago.
P.E.'s masterpiece is widely regarded as
not only the best rap album of the alltime, but one of the best albums of alltime period.
While Public Enemy was busy taking the world by storm from the streets,
the Ultramagnetic MC's were communicating to us from outer space. First
heard on their groudbreaking 1986
single "Ego Trippin", mc's Kool Keith
and Ced Gee brought a new style of lyrical complexity to rap.
Listeners didn't quite know
what to make of lines like "the general
speaker corporal Kool Keith/Leaving
specimens frozen at zero degrees/By
controlling every germ with sprayed disinfectant...", yet all agreed they were
unique to say the least. The group's
sound was built on hard-hitting drum
beats under layers of piano, guitar, horns,
and any spaced-out noises that complemented their rhymes. "Critcal Breakdown" features numerous classics created in this style that have influence all
groups to come out since. Ced Gee's pioneering sample technique is the basis of
the art today , and Kool Keith's lyrical

Top 10 Pop Albums
As of September 25
source: Entertainment Weekly Online
1. Marilyn Manson, "Mechanical
Animals"
(Nothing/Interscope)
2. Lauryn Hill,"The Miseducation
of Lauryn Hill" (Ruffhouse/
Columbia)
3. Beastie Boys, "Hello Nasty"
(Grand Royal/Capitol)
4. Hootie & the Blowfish,
" Musical Chairs"
(Atlantic)

5. 'N Sync
(RCA)
6. Barenaked Ladies,"Stunt"
(Reprise)
7. Soundtrack,"Rush Hour"
(Def Jam/ Mercury)
8. Backstreet Boys,"Backstreet Boys'
(Jive)
9. Brian Setzer Orchestra,
" The Dirty Boogie"
(Interscope)
10. Hole, "Celebrity Skin"
(DGC)

influences can be heard in the rhymes of
nearly every mc of the last decade. "Critical Breakdown" still sounds ahead of
its time to this day.
The following year saw rap undergo yet another transformation. 1989
saw the emergence of a less aggressive
approach to the music and a newfound
spirituality in the lyrics. Da La Soul, the
Jungle Brothers, and the Beastie Boys
released classic albums that immediately
took over rap with their intricate sound
collages and experimental lyricism.
No longer relying on simply
James Brown and P-Funk for beats to
sample , these artists looked to everything from the Beatles to obscure funk
and soul. De La's 3 Feet High And Rising" and the Jungle Brothers' "Done By
The Forces Of Nature" dealt with themes
of peace, positivity, and soulfulness,
while the BeastieBoy's "Paul Boutique"
remains rap's most astonishing example
of sampling as an art form, and one of
its most topically creative efforts to date.
The record created by these groups
in the late 1980's are the standards to
which all other rap records are compared.
They represent and early indication of
rap's unlimited potential to absorb
sounds and ideas. Presently, artists such
as Company Flow, Latyrx, The Fabulous
Ones, and Hieroglyphics continue to innovate the art form from the underground, possibly destined to obtain legendary status near the end of this decade
and beyond in the same fashion as their
past counterparts.
* E n ti re
books could
and should
be devoted to
both
this
topic as well
as the groups
mentioned.
This place is
intended to
serve merely
as a summary for
anyone interested.

Write for
A&E!
Submissions must
be received by
Sunday 2pm in the
Mirror Office.
Ground Floor oft
Gonzaga.
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Soccer Rides to Eighth Straight Win Football continues their Wise ways
continued from pg. 16

Matthew Payne
Assistant Sports Editor

the ball, Willimas dribbled around one
more defender, avoided the charging
keeper and tapped the ball in the lower
left corner of the net with :51 remaining in
the half.
The second half of the game was
more physical than the first. Bodies were
flying around and more penalties were
called. The referee handed out yellow
cards to two players, one from each team,
in hopes of taking
control of the
match. The Stags
attacked the
Broncos defense
throughout the
second half. After
missing on a few
great opportunities,
the team added to
their lead when
Williams knocked
in a penalty kick
for his second goal
of the game. The
referee awarded the
Stags a penalty
kick after Williams
was pushed from
behind
while going for a
header in the box.
Williams capitalphoto: Nick Ouin
ized for his eighth

The men's soccer team continued
its winning ways last week as they
defeated Holy Cross and Rider, both in
shut-out fashion. The Stags extended
their school record winning streak to
eight games with last Thursday nights win
over Rider. As it stands, the squad is 9-1
overall and in
first place in
the MAAC at
3-0.
On
Sept. 22, the
Stags hosted
the Crusaders
from Holy
Cross, who
were 2-3
coming in to
the contest. In
a tightly
contested
battle, the team
pulled out a 1-0
victory.
Freshman Rob
Defaveri scored
his second goal
of the season,
unassisted, with
about 15 minutes remaining
Lee Williams prepares for penalty shot goa, Qf me seasQn
in the game.
Williams went for a hat trick on another
penalty kick with 15:01 remaining, but
Defaveri took advantage of the Crusader's Rider keeper Craig Richardson stymied
Williams'shot. The Stags shutdown
inability to clear the ball, faked out three
Rider the rest of the game and prevailed
players, and beat the oncoming goalkeeper Jeff Colon. Fairfield out shot Holy 2-0.
Fairfield goalkeeper Danny
Cross 8-5 and Stag goalie Danny Glynn
Glynn,
a
freshman from Manchester,
made 4 saves.
England,
was named MAAC player of the
The Stags' match against
week for his effort in guarding the net. He
defending league champion Rider last
has not been scored upon in 399 minutes
Thursday was their third MAAC contest.
and has four consecutive shutouts. His six
The Broncos, coming off back-to-back
shutouts this season ties junior Chris
double overtime loses to Howard and
Sheckley's school record.
Rhode Island, entered the game 2-3
The Stags were idle over the
overall.
weekend and don't play again until
The game was intense and
Wednesday, when they travel to New
physical from the outset. Rider stifled
Rochelle to face the Gaels from Iona.
Fairfield's offense for most of the first
Coach Carl Rees commented, " Iona will
half, but collapsed in the final minute as
be a challenge, not only because they beat
Lee Williams netted his seventh goal of
us last season, but we'll have to adjust to
the season. The goal came on a beautiful
the astro-turf field." After Iona, they
feed from co-captain Gary Robertson. He
travel to play Canisius and Niagara on
saw Williams on the run and his pass split
October 2 and 4.
the defenders perfectly. After receiving

Women's Golf Makes History
Heather Deubel
Contributing Writer

continue to persevere. Five hours of
intense competition lead the Stags to a
five stroke victory.
Lead by new varsity golf coach
In addition to the MAAC team
Jeanie Gaston, the Lady Stags, who
title,
Sarah
Scatamacchia also brought
consist of Sarah Scatamacchia, Anne Pino,
home
the
award
for the individual low
Heather Deubel, Marjorie Vollmer and
gross score with a
Amanda Kennedy,
two day total of 183.
brought home the
Nancy Padula,
inaugural women's
Seina's number one
MAAC championship
player, came in
title. The Stags
second with a total of
attained the 1998 title
185. "I was
after shooting a two
pleased with my
day total score of 780
Photo from Golf Team
opening
round and
at Saratoga
Women's Golf team takes trophy home
the
Spa State Park in
encouragement from
Saratoga, NY.
my
teammates,
coach,
and parents helped
After the first day of competition
me
to
finish
strong,"
said
Scatamacchia.
the Stags lead the field by nine strokes.
The
Stags
number
two
player,
Anne Pino,
Although leaving the course confident on
came
in
fourth
overall.
Saturday, the girls realized thay needed to
Coach Gaston was more than
play their best on Sunday in order to
pleased
with
her team's performance,
capture the title. On Sunday, Siena came
saying,
"I
thought
the girls playing ability
out swinging with a competitive attitude.
and
sportsmanship
was a winning
They were eager to catch up on strokes
combination.
I'm
excited
to continue our
lost the day before, forcing the Stags to
success throughout the rest of the season."

first touchdown (to Wise)," Lopusznick
from 35 yards out to make the score 24said. "There was a guy on him, but he beat 17.
him to the outside."
With just under two minutes left,
Georgetown tied the game with a and Georgetown driving down the field,
29-yard field goal
Dogmantis
from Paul
intercepted
Wiorowski with
Mont's pass to
4:38 left in the
seal the victory.
game. This set the
While the
stage for what
Stags offense was
Kiesel said, and
at times spectacuanyone who saw it
lar, it was the
would agree with
defense that
him, was one of the
eventually
most important
clinched the win.
plays of the game.
They held
On
Georgetown to 81
second-and-five,
yards rushing and
with just under four
caused five
minutes left to play,
turnovers. Led by
Lopusznick handed
linebackers Steve
the ball to Royal on
Norcini, Derrick
their own 34 yard
Aldridge and
line. Royal busted
Matt Costanzo,
photo: Nick Ouimet
through the line,
they allowed
DB Sieve Dogmantis returns a fumble 38 yards
bieaking tackles and
Georgetown to
leaving Georgetown's
convert only 1 out
defenders to wonder how he stayed on his
of 13 third downs.
feet. By staying on his feet, Royal brought
"I credit our defense,"
the 4,217 fans to their feet. A couple of
Lopusznick said. "We turned it over and
seconds and 66 yards later, he was
they kept stopping them."
hugging fans in the endzone.
"When we beat Georgetown,"
"It was pure justice," Royal said.
Kiesel said, "one of the youngest Jesuit
"To do that to the team that broke my
schools in the country beat one of the
collarbone last year, it was pure justice."
oldest Jesuit schools. That gives our"
The fan that Royal hugged was
alumni and our school something to be
his father who was up from Atlantic City
proud of."
to see the game. "It was truly a blessing
for my father and my whole family to be
able to share that moment with me,"
Royal said.
The celebration drew a 15-yard
penalty, but Mirasolo made the extra point

Good luck to the Stags
on Sat. against
Duquesne

American Express
Financial Advisors
Is Investing Heavily
In Excellence
American Express Financial
Advisors has become the
country's leading financial
planning company by seeking out
dynamic people and giving them
the tools and training they need to
succeed. If you're looking for a
career that gives you the
opportunity to develop
professionally while helping
others reach their goals, contact us
about becoming an American
Express financial advisor. We
will be on campus October 14th
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the Oak
Room to speak to and interview
students. Please join us to hear
about this exciting opportunity.

Financial
Advisors

American Express Financial
Advisors, Inc.
For more information, call Robert
Rochefort at 203-929-7467 x202
or fax 203-929-7527
EOE M/F/D
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FH strokes to good start
Matt Thompson
Staff Writer
After beginning the season with a
tough loss to Southern Connecticut State
University, the Fairfield Field Hockey
Team has been virtually unstoppable and
is now off to it's best start in team history.
The Stags are presently 6-2 overall,
and 1-1 in the Patriot League. Their six
wins this season have already matched the
win total of last years 6-13 record, and are
only three away from the school record of
nine. Even more impressive, the team is
presently
undefeated at
home with six
straight wins on
their home field.
They continued
their
undefeated
streak on the
homestead last
weekend with
two high scoring
wins over Rider
and Lasalle
University.
From the
beginning of the
season Coach
Jackie Leonard,
now entering
her fourth
season as head
coach of the
Stags, has been

head coach four years ago, the team has
drastically improved from her first
season's 1-15 record. She credits this new
found success to her strong supporting
cast. "I couldn't have done any of this
without the people around me. My
supporting staff is great. Assistant coach
Cherri Herr was an All-American at
Syracuse and she brings so much knowledge to our team. Hans Meurer has been
playing hockey since the age of three, and
of course my captains are the motivation
for the team."
Another factor adding to the success of
the team is their
brand new astro-turf
field. Of the top
twenty Division I
field hockey teams,
all play on turf. The
'new surface allows
the team to play a
faster paced game,
and has made the
team more comfortable when playing
on their opponent's
turf fields. "If you
want to compete at
that level (Division
1) you have to play
on this surface. Last
year we weren't
ready for it, but
inow we are, as our
6-0 home record
proves," says Coach
Leonard.

photo: Sports Info.
Adriennc Williamson and the Field Hockey Team must step up
their game when #4 UCONN comes to townOcotobcr 7.

very confident in the teams ability. The
early success of the team hasn't surprised
her at all. "This has been a long time
in the making. Last year we scored the
most goals our program ever had, and we
lost six games by only one goal. This is
the year we should make it to the Patriot
League
Tournament," said Coach Leonard.
On the way to their impressive 6-2
record, the team has beaten two strong
teams in Columbia and Holy Cross. On
September 16th , the Stags defeated
league rival Holy Cross in an overtime
nail bitter. With no time remaining in
regulation, Fairfield tied the game at two
on a penalty shot from senior tri-captain
Jodie Kuczarski. Then, with 54 seconds
remaining in overtime, freshman force
Alexia Kennedy scored her second goal of
the game to clinch the win . Kennedy, who
has had a remarkable season thus far,
currently leads the team with six goals.
Four days later, sophomore Carrie
Flammia, on the assist from Kennedy,
scored her first goal of the season as the
Stags beat Columbia University 1-0.
Kandiss Kulp made five saves in goal to
preserve the shutout victory.
Since Coach Leonard took over as

The Stags remaining schedule will be
more challenging as they will play the
majority of their games away from the
comfort of their home field. Their
schedule includes Yale, St. Joseph's,
Lehigh, Brown, and Siena College.
The Stags will try and continue their
home winning streak as they host two
tough opponents back to back. On Oct. 4,
the Stags will meet Lafayette College.
Lafayette is one of the stronger teams in
the Patriot League and the Stags, who can
taste a berth in the League tournament,
will be ready for a fierce game. After
Lafayette, the Stags will host field hockey
powerhouse UCONN on Oct. 7. UCONN
is currently ranked 4th in the nation and
has dominated its opponents all season.
Fairfield will have to step up their game to
meet this challenge. Neither the players
or coaches are worried however. Coach
Leonard remains confident in her team,
"We haven't played our best hockey yet
because we're still developing as players
and as a team. So far we've only seen
spots of greatness. When our 24 players
start clicking as a team for the full 70
minutes of a game, we'll be unstoppable."

Top Ten reasons to root for the CUBS
l.For Slammin' Sammy to continue
the homerun barage

6.If they hadn't made it, Brant Brown
might have killed himself

2.1906, last time the Cubs won it all.

/.If the Giants made, we would watch
Dusty Baker choke on that toothpick

3.For Harry Carry
4.Because the Chicago contingent has
to put up with all the Yankee Fans.
5.Because Chicagoan Mike Cagney
bar tends at Larkin's

8.Because Cub fans remember 1969,
and we still hate the Mets
9. Celebrity guest appearances for the
seventh inning stretch
10. Because Rod Beck is the best
athlete ever to play baseball
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Is the mess over?
John Griffith
Sports Editor
For Fairfield University Athletic Department, 1997-98 was a terrible year.
For example: The men's basketball program, coming off an improbable
run to the NCAA tournament, was a mess. The mysterious decision to kick Brent
Wall off the team was handled poorly. The student body still cannot understand
why such a fine individual and player was treated so unfairly. The Athletic
Department thought it could just sweep Wall's departure under a rug. Wow, what a
mistake.
Then came the firing, oops, the"promotion" of coach Paul Cormier. Does
what goes around really come around? Ask Mr. Cormier? Finally, fan favorite and
leading scorer John Tice was kicked out of school for a variety of reasons
Then, there was the hockey problem. The MAAC slapped the team with
probation because of scholarship violations. How can a Division III team have
scholarship violations when scholarships are not allowed in Division III? The rule
seems pretty basic to me. But the Athletic Department didn't follow the rules, and
the team had to forfeit all of its games.
The final blow involved our two year old football program, who set what
must be a record for the fastest team in NCAA history to be put on probation (by
the MAAC, not the NCAA). The coaches apparently provided too much financial
aid. The penalty: Fairfield is ineligible to win the MAAC Championship next year,
when the original group of players will be seniors.
The Athletic Department's excuse: Other programs did the same thing, so
basically it's no big deal.
Oh, I see. If other programs break the rules, so can Fairfield.
With so many rule violations at a small school where emphasis is not
placed on athletics, it makes you wonder? Who exactly is running things over in
the Athletic Offices.
Why do I bring up last year's bad news? Because Fairfield students
deserve better. And in case you haven't noticed — considering the pathetic crowds,
most of you probably haven't - so far this year we seem to be getting the better of
things for a change.
The men's soccer team is off to its best start ever, including a rare win
against MAAC rival Loyola. The women's soccer team is 7-1, playing well and
again on track for another spot in the NCAA tournament. The field hockey team,
led by standout Jodie Kuczarski, has already matched last year's win total of 6,
including a win over defending league champion Holy Cross.
But the best kept secret on campus is the Fairfield volleyball team. After
beating national powers such as Miami (OH), Alabama, Iowa, Rice, and Mississippi St, the women are on the verge of being ranked in the top 25 in the country.
For a small school, this would be an impressive achievement..
Let's look ahead to winter sports. With new coach Tim O'Toole and a fine
returning nucleus, there is reason to be excited about the men's basketball team.
Remember what happened the last time Fairfield traveled down Tobacco Road to
take on a national power - North Carolina? (I do because at halftime my dad, a
UNC alum, threatened to stop paying my tuition.) Tim O'Toole's first game this
year will be down at Durham against Duke, which will be ranked in the top three in
all the pre-season polls. It's okay to dream, isn't it?
If the early records are any indication, it appears that the athletic department has put last year's troubles in the rear-view mirror. "We're off to a great
start," says Athletic Director Gene Doris. "I don't recall ever having had this many
teams begin the season with winning records."
The one missing ingredient: You, the Fans! The football team is pretty
exciting to watch. The volleyball team is awesome. And both soccer teams are
pretty darn good. Now's the time to show a little school spirit and cheer on the

Upcoming Home Games
Women's Soccer
Oct. 3 vs. Canisius
at 1:00 pm
Oct 4 vs. Niagara
at 1:00 pm

Field Hockey
Oct. 4 vs. Lafayette
at 12:00 pm
Oct. 7 vs. UConn
at 7:00 pm

Volleyball
Oct. 3 vs. Canisius
at 1:00 pm
Oct. 3 vs. Princeton
at 5:00 pm
Oct. 4 vs. Niagara
at 1:00 pm
Oct. 7 vs. Manhattan
at 7:00 pm

Men's Tennis
Oct. 6 vs. Iona
at 3:30 pm
Women's Tennis
Oct. 3 vs. Colgate
at 12:00 pm
Oct. 4 vs. Manhattan
at 12:00 pm
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Volleyball Goes Wallops Competition
Brad Tarr
Staff Writer
Winning. Some teams specialize
in it, and here at Fairfield, volleyball is
certainly no exception. In fact with a 12-1
start (2-0 in MAAC), including wins over
perennial powerhouses such as Alabama
and Iowa, the Stags have put themselves
in a position to become one of the few, if
any, nationally ranked teams that this
universoty has ever laid claim to.
Junior tri-captains Liz Bower and
Jen McLaughlin, as well as sophomore tricaptians Machel Craig lead the Stags.
When you combine the talent of these
three, with the polished skills of other
veterans and a dazzling freshman class,
then it is easily understood why they're so
good.
Of the 13 matches played to date,
nine of them have been spread out over
three different tournaments. Tournaments,
I might add, that Fairfield won.
After beating Lehigh University
to open the 1998 campaign, the Stags
hosted the E.C.A.C. tournament. During
the two-day event held in Alumni Hall,
Fairfield played Central Connecticut
State, Northeastern, and Seton Hall.
In their opening match of the
tournament, the Stags easily handled
Central Connecticut, improving their
overall record to 2-0. Sophomore
sensations Corrine Carlson and Liz
Cassinelli each had 11 kills.
Next up for Fairfield was
Northeastern, a team the Stags quickly
disposed of in three sets. Fairfield
rounded out the tournament by moving
their record to 4-0 with a four-set victory
over a pesky Seton Hall squad.
Bower, playing solid as usual,
rang up 108 assists, which was good
enough to get her named to the alltournament team. Tournament MVP went
to Carlson, who accumulated 33 kills in
three wins. Overall, the Stags' performance made it very clear just how good
they really are.
A couple of days later, the
players were catching a flight en route to
Cincinnati, and a tournament hosted by
Miami of Ohio. For Bower, McLaughlin,
and Cassinelli, this would be a homecomMichael Keegan
Super Staff Writer

Football has a Royal Homecoming

While beating Georgetown 24-17
in Saturday's Homecoming game, the
Fairfield Stags set two new records.
The first, Marvin Royal's 224
yards rushing, will go into the official
record books as the most rushing yards in
a single game for a Fairfield football
player.
The second is not an official
record. But ask anyone involved, whether
it is coach Kevin Kiesel, quarterback Jim
Lopusznick or the waterboy, and they will
tell you that this game sets the record for
the biggest win in Fairfield football
history.
This win could not have come at
a better time. With a 1-2 record, the Stags
were coming off of a tough loss to Marist
and facing defending champion
Georgetown, a team they had never
beaten.
"In the beginning of the season,
we were playing with no emotion,"
i
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Corrine Carlson and the volleyball team have much to cheer about
It was
digs, a
with early season victories against Alabame, Iowa and Rice.
team high.
at this
tournament,
Each
16 days after the season's first match, that
contributed 12 kills.
the Stags would finally come out on the
The Stags saved their best
losing end, as they fell to the University
performance for their second match.
of Texas-El Paso in four sets.
Going up against Miami (OH), a team
Fairfield showed great resilience
ranked 30th in the nation, the Stags could
not afford anything short of their best
as they bounced back and won six of their
next seven games en route to their third
effort.
tournament victory in as many weekends.
Craig again led Fairfield with 14
And just like the two tournakills, followed closely by freshman Liz
ments that preceded this one, a Stag
Lemon's 12. Bower had 36 assists and 12
played well enough to be honored as the
digs defensively in the stunning upset.
The Stags' record would move to MVP This time it was sophomore Sara
Lein, who managed to rack up 30 kills,
a 7-0 with a win in their final match, the
three serving aces, 37 digs, and three
tournament championship, against the
blocks, for the weekend.
Iowa Hawkeyes from the Big Ten ConferWith all of these tournaments,
ence. In the championship, Bower

Lopusznick said.' Before the game our
defensive
coordinator (Joe
Bernard) talked
to us. After that
speech, the noise
in the locker
room was
amazing."
The
Stags rode that
emotion to a
score on their
first possession,
which is something they hadn't
done all season.
Free safety Chris
Silvestri returned
the opening

kickoff 50 yards to the Georgetown 39
yard line. Seven
plays later,
Lopusznick
threw a 12-yard
pass to wide
receiver Eric
Wise for the first
touchdown of
the game.
"It was good to
set the tone,"
Wise said. "It
gave us a lot of
confidence."
Georgetown
responded
quickly with two
first quarter
touchdown
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you might be wondering what happened
to Fairfield's conference matches. Well,
by going on the road this past weekend
and beating MAAC foes Rider and
Loyola, one could say that they are on the
right track.
As expected, the Broncos and the
Greyhounds posed no threat against
Fairfield and the stellar record that they
brought into the match-ups.
Against Rider, Cassinelli led the
Stags with 10 kills, while Bower and
freshman Meghan Mahaffy combined on
37 assists.
The Greyhounds never scored in
double-digits, and nearly every member of
the Fairfield squad garnered at least one
kill.
Fairfield, with the season
sufficiently underway, has made a
statement that they are a team to be
reckoned with, not only on a conference
level, but on a national one as well. These
sentiments have been echoed time and
time again by not only the players, but the
coaches as well.
"Getting to the next level has
been a long, but exciting process which
dates back to my first recruiting class,"
said Coach Kress. "This, by far, is our
most exciting season ever, and we are
improving every match."
It certainly is not going to get
easier for the Stags any time soon, as they
have to go up against some of the best
teams in the country throughout the month
of October, including Alumni Hall visits
by Notre Dame and Villanova. One
obvious advantage for Fairfield is that
they will be playing on their home court.
"The matches against Notre
Dame and Villanova are, hands down, our
biggest ever," said Kress. "Not only are
they golden opportunities for us, but it
gives the campus and community a
chance to see high-level volleyball."
With all of this being said, the
players aren't prepared to celebrate just
yet.
"We've played great so far, but
there is still a lot of time left in the
season," said Bower. "We" 11 be taking
one match at a time and looking to build
on our successes up to this point."

passes from J.J. Mont to Gharun Hester,
both resulting from Fairfield turnovers.
Turnovers plagued both teams in the
second quarter as they exchanged
fumbles, interceptions and turnovers-ondowns until Fairfield strong safety Steve
Dogmantis returned a fumble to the
Georgetown 13 yard line. Stephen
Mirasolo then kicked a 30 yard field goal
as time expired to make the score 14-10 at
the half.
The offenses continued to
struggle through the third quarter. A
Georgetown drive was cut short by a
fumble and a Fairfield drive ended in a 39
yard missed field goal attempt. The
quarter ended with the score remaining
14-10.
Fairfield regained the lead just
1:22 into the fourth quarter on an 11-yard
pass from Lopusznick to wide receiver
Steve Hadley. "It was the same play as the

Continued on pg. 14

